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a1l Lhough we have road in history of the existonce of small republics ux)
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. In comnenorating the Republic Day of India it will - .
not be out of place to review briefly the story of the national ovo-
lutlion that had been in progress for nearly a century before 1t cul- =
ninated 1n the attinment of political freedom by one-fifth of the hum-
&n race, an oevent unparalleled in the history of mankind, It will adf |
also to the enhancenent of owr own nerit as human beings to remember @}
in gratitude those selfless heroes who fought and died in-thﬂ;countrybne¢f
cange and for the liberation of their fellow beings. To-day we should
227 our dutifull respect to the momory of those foreigners who have ; =4
laid us under obligzation not only by their wise ccungel but also'qmﬁwuili?:'
asny barriers that lay in our path to political procress., Let us to-day f {8
tirn bLack in reverence to the glory of those of our leaders who in- "N
fused life and the fire of patriotisn into the hearts of our country- 1§
“en who with their characteristic oriental indiffercnce to politics and i
nh§glut0 dependence on Fate were slowly but surely wmarrching along the
vath  leading to slavery. Let us not in our forgetfulness of memory and
pdrrowness of wind delude ourselves with the belicf that the indepen-
acnce of which we can now boast is the achievemont of the pregent ge-
neration alone, It is quite possible thut individuul and party ezot-
len may so far blind us as to forgot that the India of to-day is
corn of the India of yesterday . ) PRy
n s : Enancipation of the orientsl wmass mind began with
Lus contact with the Western mind and culture, That the government of a
country could be undbritaken by th e people themselves instead of by one
ar a few forming an oligarchy was never conceived by the Eastern hind

With a Pramukhe to guide it in tho past which has become misty brslenc
listonte of time . The idea of a national government 4identificbie with
denocracy has come to the Eost with 1ts contact with the West, But the :
Vilolity which the Indlan mind has shown in reacting to such a contact in- |
stend of succunmbing té 1t is really admirable. Hany other nations have
sone down as a result of such Inpacts in the past. MHany others ure still
struzzling to polse thomselves in 211 fours. As far back as 1832 Raja Ram
ohtn Roy The Pionecr Reformer went to England as 2 political missionary !
Lo lay before the British poconle the grievances of the Indicnspaaxda and
succoadad In lntroducing come slight reforms in the alministiPstion of Indi
Indla, Bubt this was a solitary cry to which the caravan of tho Conmpany's
mlziule loadod with corruption and tyrunny paid litile heed, Tho accumulas
Lodo atrocitlies and indigniples and disdainfulindifferonce Lo religious
suse optibilities of thepeople by the officers of thu Company bums t fort
in the form of the great Mutiny in 1857, To-day we nust not forget that
Liloss brave sepoys were the first to assert the Indian determination to
rezain frezdom by the most concrete metho@, Althouszh thie patriotic atte:
pt was mercllessly crushed with many acts of vengeance sich as the inga
Judicial murder of men like Maniram Dewan of Assam  these ‘did not lay O
thelr lives in. vain, The ottention of the British public whigh the plead-
Ings of ddmunde Burke on behalf of thé ‘voiceless millions' of India
Za hie famous Impeachnent of Werron lustings felled to move was perforce
Jrawn Dy this armed protest to the nis-govenment of the country by the
conpany, Queen Hcetoria teok ov.r the sovereignty of India and issued
hee fausous prdslauation - which till the other duy was the lagna Dharta
o” India, The good Queen cried halt to the ever increusing appetite of
Mo ritish, people fop furiher territory ,more power «nd greater glory,
‘uh althoudrs flagrant injustice and corruption in administration ule-
wopeared under the Crown the condaition of—tirp-ople bogan to asterio- ' F:
cabe JIndgptnsufdex  Indigonous’ industries died out und.r stress of forel- 3y
N competition; exploitation took various shapes such.as high military
wres under tha haellucinetion of tho Russlan bosy: princely salaries tc
socnsubers of the ruling class;unwarrcated expenditure on such itens :
¢lic cbLyesinlan campaign, the Afhan war; all these resulted in recurr
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pAfter two years of labour and
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amfnes which decimated the people by their thousands., The employ-

ment of qualified Indians in the higher services, a clause embodied
in the Proclamation remained a dead letter ,

’ * Even with so much to complain against the British people
vho took no interest in Indian affairs , we cannot be stinted in -our
praigee for and in expression of our gratitude to the few noble-
minded Britishers who wholeheartedly fought our battles on the floor 5
of the House o&rCommons. Notable among them were John Bright, Henry |
Fawcett and Charles Bradlaugh, It was John Bright with his heart full'
of sympathy for the Indian people who inspired the great Proclama- 1
tlon mentioned above, Henry F awcett vehemently opposed all measurs
that werc taken by Parliament to saddle ¥ 1India with the cost of &}l
extransous ventures, 1In gratitude the people of India raised a subs- :
cription to meet his election expenses in 1874. Charles Bradlaugh
was @ Labour leader in the House of Commons who toolk keen intersest
in the wefare of the Indian people and went to the length of assum-
ing the title 'Member for India' ,of course with the consent of his
conslituency, He with the help of William Wederburn and Dadabhoy Nao-

rojl,two members of the House of Commons, formed the India prarlia-
mentary Cogmnittee within the House, to brin ressure he vern-
ment of India tThrough the Parliaﬁen%. it i o s
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But God helps only those that help themselves, The

educated Indians who Were always belittled as a 'microscopic minority’' 9
by the bureaucracy were not sitting 1dly. Several Assoclations of a. .
politlcal character came into being:, 'the Bombay Assocliation,the Maha-
Jana sabha of Madeas and the darvajanik sabha  at Poona., In Cal- :
cutta in the year 1876 the Indian Association rose out of the aghes .
of its predecessor the British indian Associgtion/ which was'stéart-
ed oo far back as 1851 by Prasanni xumar:Tagore and others, Atithe: '*
instance of the Indian fesociation Surendranath Banerjee made long =
tours {throughout India t6 rouse political consciousness in the edu- .
cated community which he'successfully did with his powerful oratory.,
nor wae the Indian pPress. sitting tight. Newspapers and magazines °
grev- up like ‘mushrooms all ovew-the aountry. In 1875 their number ro
to four hundred end seventy ‘wight. 'Most of them beins in the verna-
cular were voraciously redd , They purveyed all sort8 of hews from 4
the birth of triplets to the latest legislative enactment. They spre-
e sl throughout the country the new spirit of-patriotism and the desire :
for more freedop. The Government became nervous and passed the Verna-
culor press Act demanding heavy security, Thus was public criticism
of uovernment measures vas coqtrolled;_the British officers became
more and more overbearing in their dealings with the native in gene- |
ral and the educated community 4n particular. fvgr Euigpianigrgg;
~antd inded the Indian whenever they came inftp contac /
ﬁi?;}geﬁimwalka of 1ife that the former belonged to the rultn% 01533
aad the latter to the ruled, The young officers who came oul to go-

S aen Indis with & steel frame ment2lity intent on lkeeping this country
V“?ﬂ, 2 telace for all time-- little did they think that reared in the
fﬁﬁ;;ph:re 2? parlianentary government some among them mlght spread
E‘.}tﬁ soral contagion among a’sublect race, . Prominent &mong such worthy 3
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song of sritain were A,0.Hume,V,Wedderbu cotton, - _

' as o BEBC
: Hume resigned his services d to accepv ..
the Govermment of India in the Home department °§§?o§?§?53ankind %
a Lieutenant Governorship in order to ssrve & po 1itical subjection
whose moral degradation which  invariably foll%?;ipo from service he
ﬁ‘dee 1y touched his Christian heart, After re ng rsity in ferve
issueg in appeal to the Sradug%aa pf-tas galcutt&tUniiee foi the co
1anguage to strike a blow , to make a resolute girubﬁitional T
trf's freedom, As a result of this appegi th:pigitagf okbagiges) i,
wag(giorned in-18853 . He becai B&;oﬁﬁ 1ngamany obstacles msﬂm%lg%g§3.__
stan s he established the Indian national Congress of whic A ;
acclaived as the 'father:'. . o
The first Congress was presidedover by Ww.U, Bone .
the Doyen of the Calcutta Bar with 72 delegates from different parts .
; hed the idea of a united IaAd
of India . anglo-indians at first pcoh-pooche “various, rgpgecbs
india in face of the great diversity of the people in;vz§ Qule ;? %
They declared the Congress ag 4he temporary effervesen? \ﬁffﬁﬂ
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of some disappointed place-geckers,uut the natlon proved  the falsity '}
of their malicious statements by sending  more and more delegates:to .,
each’ succeadlng -session of the Congress. he second sesaion;wqgﬁhola :
under the presidentship of the nestor of india padabhoy. neorojirio
brevzht to bear on the deliberations of the meeting his wide'and
irect inowledge of British politics as _a member of the Hous T

constituency  Twenty years after this the G.u.m, of india again +.
presided over the Congress held in calcutta  and was the firstiCona- -
ressmen to declare 'Swaraj' as the ultimate aim of thatinatidﬁglh'hi
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orgzanisation,
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Sir william wedderburn and Bir Henry Cotton wera thea A
Lwo other I.C.d, officers.who -developgd-a-strong love for -the.lndi-
ans, ‘They supported the aspirations and did not believe in the, the- ..
ory of 'bencvolent despotism', after retiring from sorvice theydle-
voled their energiés to help the indign people in the r-oalisations .
of thair dreams, They requited them both by electing them to the "
presidential chair of the highest public organisation in tthgﬁﬁdﬁi
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To Henry Cotton Assam should remaln especcially grate-

ful for saving hor from her doom that menaced her about 1895, 4t .
is not perhaps generally known that ward who was the Chief Commi-
ssloner of Assam at that time sent up a proposal to the Government
of india for the transfer to Assam of all M
which lies to the waest of the prahmaputra from its est (b

) uar'yg%
Egubﬁi.”so that the whole m#ght form a Iieutenant- Governogfgﬁﬁi :
‘qubf the idea was greedily seized by the supreme Goverpme  who = -
fers thinking of some means of relieving the L,G, of heﬁgalﬁofﬁhia'7%?

heavy charge: which included sihar o
1 I nd vrissa a « F
Asson werd was succeeded i "oy OstEeE e
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sent up.a 3tr°“6"i°“°-°'t°95'ﬁ&in.ﬂ-l:-*’Ehil;j:-trigiiuilé&?ﬁingrff 'Cgt't‘.gn._ He j
1t would be prejudicial to the interest both of the uenwalgg Paﬁ- i
tho Agsamese. people, ,Had the proposal baen carricd intd offech assam
would have been ovysrrun by Hengaleus at a time when educatfion. had'  —=
madea _112§ég ﬁ?ﬁ%rifsfinhthﬂt-provincu. rhe: Assamese buglic gn' ad’ . —=

57s) elief when the - . 7
presgsed theirgdeep;hratitudﬂwﬁwwEEQEEEéh waa.drqued '%ngﬁ@hf
¢lly wherever he wong, The writer of thaggfifﬁgﬁf?ﬁm%ﬁbr“l;ﬂ‘x,._-_
triunphal march of Slr Henry Cotton through the carpeted rosz OTre e
Sibsagar 1lined on both sldes by school students singing ‘Rule Cotto
rule the waves:, the whole town was illumninated ,A raft aglow with a
hundred lights went sailing ‘across the serene expanse of the.gi%antic,
tank, A wreath of lights was placed round the golden cupola of the
shiva temple at a hight 135 fest above the ground., : :
thrzzxskaxges, Lhe political ewvolution of india can be consldered in
three dtages., In its fir 5tagq p the people demanded nothing more
then the sepabation of thé Judicial and the kxecutive serviges;inclu- .
sion of non-officials in the Legislative Councils and the employment ™
of more.Indians in the high sorvices, The second staz2 bsgan withﬁ'
the partition of Bengal--a ¢ measure which roused the whole of . ]
senzal” in' rebel against the’authorities, ihe Bengalges though phyaj}
sically devided became morally united mord “than eve¥, Hepeated re- .
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by Jeclion of petitions for the ennulment of the measure drove the agl-

k-
tation}under ground resulting in the bursting of bombﬁ,emurder,of¢ ;mg

rolicaloff: s and sﬁootingfgpmhigh-guvﬁrnmenﬁ;pfficrals.'Thg]quen%é
ment replied Dy Pussing more repressive measures but without success-:.

the Indian Natienal Congress took up this as an All-India questioh %
‘and strongly demanded  its repeal and took exception to the P°l9x.aﬁ*
fﬁqﬁting public opinionaeir Hardle the pabour friend of. india in'the’
Hose of Commons heckled the then Secretary of State for india. on' . -

this issue into resignation of his post an dhis promotion to_the - . .
Upper House, & el © : ' : : e RS 51 S AR LY
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